The seconde boke of
THE COMMUNICATION OF
RAPHAEL HYTHLODAYE
Concerning the best state of a common wealthe conteyninge the
description of Utopia, with a large declaration of the politike gov~
ernement; and of all the good wales and orders of the same Ilande.
THE Hand of Utopia, conteynethe in breadthe in the middel parte
of it (for there it is brodest) CC. miles. Which bredthe continueth
through the moste parte of the lande Saving that by Htle and litle it
commeth in, and waxeth narrower towardes both the endes. Which
fetching about a circuite or compasse of v. C. miles, do fassion the
whole Hand like to the new mone. Betwene these two corners the
sea runneth in, dividyng them a sonder by the distaunce of xi. miles
or there aboutes, and there surmountethe into a large and wyde sea,
which by reason that the land on every side compassethe it about,
and shiltreth it from the windes, is not roughe, nor rnounteth not
with great waves, but almost floweth quietlye, not rnuche unlike a
greate standinge powle: and maketh welnieghe all the space within
the bellye of the lande in maner of a haven: and to the greate
commoditie of the inhabitants receaveth in shyppes towardes everye
parte of the lande. The forefrontes or frontiers of the ii. corners,
what with fordes and shelves, and what with rocks be verye
jeoperdous and daungerous. In the middle distaunce betwene them
bothe standeth up above the water a greate rocke, which therfore is
nothing perrillous bycause it is in sight. Upon the top of this
rocke is a faire and a strong tower builded, which they holde with
a garrison of men. Other rockes there be lyinge hidde under the
water, which therfore be daungerous. The channelles be knowen
onely to themselfes. And therfore it seldome chaunceth that anye
straunger oneles he be guided by an Utopian can come in to this
haven. In so muche that they themselfes could skaselye entre with-
oute jeoperdie, but that theire way is directed and ruled by certaine
lande markes standing on the shore. By turninge, translatinge, and
removinge thies markes into other places they maye destroye theire
enemies navies, be they never so many. The out side or utter circuite
of the land is also ful of havens, but the landing is so suerly fenced,
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